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FOCUS ON THg PROPER Tflftntec 
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EiJulnation of slaahl^a, fntarf.t.nc* aMatina *° '‘■'‘'“tCs/controntatioa. 
to f,u...a,ioo. io 

* ^TION THAT LSADS TO CONraOKTATl Q N MUST ft« nr . a 4 , 

player is never a dctriinent to the air .. r i ^ ^ ^ood defensive 

and condoned. Bob Gainey ie a Hall of‘Kamer skills are accepted 

between a good defensive plam legit 1^1 ei’v '' * '^istincUon, however, 

player who resorts to the use of illegal tac^tice'opposition and a 
Nevertheless, it is the illegal tacticTthat have ^ 

-r,i.h hava lad to ttoatration that „.aua i„ a “'a*4ndf„,'Jr^M!'‘'‘ 

i l^ - ° ““ • 

are injured through i’leaAi t^ni-inc Mariq Leroelux, Pavel Sure ete* 

with the game. ^ ^ tactics or respond in kind then something is wrong 

ENDINC! SPEABIKG. SLASHt WO. sucT 

dellbe r l te attempts to inTur e a^d ye \^he nr‘°-endinf-^i^^e 
penalty for such inf tact Jons. thesV Irr the five otinute 

that demand a player be eiecLed frnm the mfractions/illegal tactics 

rewards a playl who slal^es Mario" ^nlv": 

Fiiitiouffs and stickwork cannot be lumped together. ^ ®ibute penalty. 

I JIHB NORTH AMERICAN PavrHfir.n cv tm spoDme ffA.,Ar™e m.^ 
aass^f. ■- -rr'--‘- d if lin I Ii^ui.t. , .!*!! ,.!” """ 

tV 5“r4a;:r;: ‘-iraUriVt -4i‘“a;o^'*4°r 

oatotaia^oti^xto\:nT:o"at!^o“f 



A player who slashes or cross-checks or sneafs a nlaue,- m 

away is often labelled a dlscioilner? ,fi a ® ^ who skates 

challangad. -hi. i. . “.IlaVy C. 

to hurt another player. ^ u ha ejected for hi. attenpts 
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II. 


THE EFFECT OM THE GAME QP 


In s game of cortf rGntatdon. where fisticuff-' - v»-.h k-. ^ 

vitti stickwork whea frustrated, Th© stick ^ win ^ ^ ^ ^ P-fty^^rs win respond 

r.«t .hisics will go m “'’• •‘'‘ <» ti>i. 

to batf,. for tor.ltory. Ov.Vthu tn«d 
ftoa^thu incraaaad „.tu of otoas-cnacta ,„a Klg",. .UcOa tVS^uL^a^ialro: 

KK mattS:^ fS NQ RESyliCir Tia .m.oo 

monejr. jeopardise careers and cost 


r?b*%:tr,S-«£^ .tow tan Oau oouctibe 


* WaAT I S A PIGHTi 

future? iflisticuffs'iTr^l^uSil^f^ desc,ibe it in the 

’=5 it a fight? la it reugiiing? Are they ejected?'* 

FAST, PliYSICAh Gj^E may TURN INTO A VIOLEKPT raMP mu 
aetler visior.. More stick work And M i u gamR , There must be 

or. occasion, lutta, bact-tolbacw"Utirel Vf gZ «—• 

P£*.y--Dack tliiie et set-up time for tte next aamf minutes is 

the future. next game. Strckwork may be the method in 

III. MAttKETIMG 

iE®ll.nowledqed\nrruierhal'bee^ illegal tactics. This 

problem. Fisticuffa have been addressed''Lht'u h^ — rectify the 

tor multiple fights, cledrin.g the fisticr^fs t ^"stigator penalty, ejection 
end illegal tactics must now be addressed ""* Stickwork 

SPontan^ r fist 

emo.ion in an aggressive sport and is a-cepted bv the i *”* 
game. Whereas, slashing and stick related f?ulf 

slayers or fflanayeiueiit. never oeen accepted by NHL 


fans. 






J!MI_iy,ND OF.dAME WILL BB CwaATgD IP ?T<fmirt.jfKs je iw tmi MA'i-Tm 
i ninery-twc percent (92%) ca pacitv Th lTl^ y ^ ^ £a j . NA i ED. The Nbt plays 

the casual fan, and siwita fan U general Ulc’e “oketholdars, 

Ukllled, aggr.aeive and a ,jooo prS 

Seventy percent (70%) of aeaso i -icioat h-,i ^ enjOy it live and on TV. 

acceptable aggression. They do not want to^ see^^'tf isticuffs as 
slashing and premeditated behavior, yet it has inor bighsticking, 

.e.cved the fans will see more o;Uiane^:r‘t:e 'wan^ 
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* THE NHL GAME WILL RESEMBLE EUROPEAN HOCKEy IF FTS TTPrrgffg ARE REMOVED. 
Europeans cannot sell their game either live or on TV. This Is the very reason 
why all European teams want NHL participation in their tournaments. While the 
NHL has adapted many things from the European game that are good, Europeans have 
adopted the physical part oi= the NHL game. There are bigger, stronger Europeans 
joining the NHL every year. (le. Uif Samuel Ison). 


^T . TACTION T O NIL. HOCKEY IS TOE SK II.L AND PHYSICALITY OF THE SPORT. NHL 
fans regard hockey players as more skilled than those of any other sport 
According to the Goldfarb Report, NHL hockey is not accepted in ie. New Mexico 
not as a result of a distaste for fisticuffs but, because NHL hockey is not 
marketed well enough. How can people be turned off by a hockey fight if thev 
have never seen the game? = i 


A COMMON MISCONCEPTION THAT THE NHL CANNOT ATTBflrf a NATIONAL TV 
CONTRACT AS A RESDLT OF.^SncUFFS. Yet MolsoTT, who is a franchise Owner, a TV 
producer and a Rights holder want fist icuffs in the game. Joel Nixon stated that 
no network executive ever told him that fisticuffs was an impediment to a 
National TV Contract." The Hocke y News , July 13, 1992. 


* IDENTITY OF ' PLAYERS WILL BE LOS T, IE KiSTlCUFFS ARE ELIMINATEO STICKS WILL GO 
— and SHIELDS WILL GO ON. To market the NHL game players must be 
recognized and this will not occur if they are wearing face masks and shields. 


IV. COWCLOSIOM 

The National Hockey League has made incremental changes vis-a?-vis fisticuffs in 
the past and based on their success should continue to do sc. The League must 
make drastic changes in illegal tactics and stickwork. A drastic change base’d 
simply on empirical study without so much as a feasibility study is too risky. 
This is a business. With player salaries and costs increasing exponentially some 
member clubs are riding a tenuous line between fiscal failure and success. This 
16 not the time to experiment. Elimination of fisticuffs may be a disaster for 
the National Hockey League and once removed will be impossible to reinstate 
without a media backlash. 


Hockey fans have told us in Goldfarb what they do not want in the game. The fans 
i.ike our game, a skillful, physical game where a spontaneous fight is acceptable 
atid exciting. The fans want to eliminate the premeditated behaviour. 
Spontaneous fighting has always been an accepted part of our basic product. The 
premeditated behaviour ie. the -hit" man and the stick work are a product of 
expansion and it has continued to grow. The basic product must not be changed. 
There is too much risk to our business. The Issue is to remove the unacceptable 
premeditated behaviour not to change the product and risk unknown damage to the 
business. 
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